
Smooth Skies . . . Close Friends 
Flying the Friendly Skies to St. Pete 

 
Thanks to a new pile of official documents, USMNEWS.net readers are about to learn 
more regarding USM’s participation in the 2010 Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl, a game the 
Eagles lost to Louisville.  The insert below presents the official invoice for USM 
president Martha Saunder’s trip to St. Petersburg, FL, to attend that holiday event. 
 

 
 

Enjoying the flight as part of the “Official Party” representing USM were Saunders, Joe 
Bailey (Saunders’ husband), Pam and Doug Rouse (a Hattiesburg doctor and current 
IHL board member), Troy Johnson, and Doug Davis.  The Airplane Operations 
auxiliary at USM charged Saunders $4,080 for this trip to Florida.  There is no 
document indicating that Saunders received any payment, partial or otherwise, from 
the Rouses, Davis, or Johnson that covered their portions of the cost of the journey. 
 
A sizable pile of reports about the Rouses’ use of the USM airplane has built up, even 
before this report hit the public.  Given the Rouses’ growing friendship with Saunders 
and Bailey, and Doug Rouse’s position with the IHL, constituents of the state’s other 
public universities would be justified in believing that USM is achieving a sort of 
“insider” status with the IHL board through its use of the Beechcraft King Air.   
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