
Keeping the Home Fires Burning 
How the USM Plane can Help a Marriage Remain Fresh and New 

 
So much has been written about USM’s $2 million lease of a Beechcraft King Air airplane, yet 
new revelations continue to emerge that add to the already large story.  USMNEWS.net just 
recently received a new batch of documents regarding USM president Martha Saunders’ use of 
the university airplane.  Again, the documents do not disappoint, as the insert below shows. 
 

 
 

The insert records the expense associated with a 15-Sept-2010 trip to Atlanta made by 
Saunders and her husband, Joe Bailey, in order to “[a]ttend [a] play written & produced by [a] 
prominent [USM] alum.”  USM’s “Airplane Operations” auxiliary charged Saunders $2,320 for 
this particular trip. 
 
Sources tell USMNEWS.net that Saunders’ description of the purpose for this trip, particularly 
the reference to the production having come from a USM alum, appears to be her way of 



making what is arguably a leisure visit to Atlanta seem more like a legitimate, work-related trip.  
Of course, the presence of Bailey supports the leisure argument, as does sources’ hypothetical 
where Saunders and Bailey travel by USM plane to Minneapolis to watch a “National Football 
League production” by another prominent USM alum (i.e., Brett Favre).  Most anyone would, of 
course, judge a trip by Saunders and Bailey to Minneapolis to watch the Minnesota Vikings, and 
former USM quarterback Brett Favre, play a football game as leisure, not work.  By Saunders’ 
apparent logic, a Saunders-Bailey (air) trip to Las Vegas to watch former USM Chi Omega 
sorority member, Trishelle Cannatella, also one of USM's most prominent former students, 
participate in a World Poker Tour event would also qualify for USM (Mississippi taxpayer) 
financial support.  Of course, not recording the name of the “prominent alum” in the invoice 
above only adds fuel to the arguments made here by USMNEWS.net sources. 
 
To some, at least, the USM plane is clearly being used by Saunders to keep the proverbial home 
fires burning, much like the $330,000 taxpayer-funded renovation to the master bedroom suite 
of the USM president’s mansion on Jamestown Road.  Using the plane for visits to Pensacola, 
where Saunders and Bailey have a beach home, also raise the eyebrows of many in the USM 
community.  As many have remarked over the past several months, leasing an airplane on the 
eve of a national economic crisis, that ultimately brought with it some of the worst fiscal 
difficulties in recent Mississippi history, revealed a lack of acumen on the part of the USM 
administration.  Revelations like those via official invoices only serve to show, according to 
sources, how selfish that same administration can be at times.        
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